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flinched under the blow, but what stunned and made him
heartstick as he read farther in the complaint was that
Bessie had named Anna Strunsky as the cause of her marital
troubles!

Jack had been eager for Bessie to begin her divorce
proceedings, but to involve Anna in a scandal, Anna whom
he had not seen for two years. . . .! When he was able to
blink the mist out of his eyes he saw to his relief that Bessie
had not accused Anna of wrongdoing; she had merely
charged that their collaboration over The Kempton-Wace
Letters had caused her husband to become cold and in-
different to her.

There was no sign of Miss Kittredge anywhere on the
dock. When Eliza, who had come down to greet him, handed
him his mail, he found a letter from Newton, Iowa, where
she was staying with an aunt. He read, "I fear you will be
disappointed that I am not in California. The terror of all
my dear ones, the scandal, makes me sicker every time I
think of the possible happenings during the next few months,
I am not writing coldly, dear; indeed there never was a
moment since we loved each other that I was madder for
you than right now, but I am forced for the sake of others,
as well as my own, to be level-headed."

Jack was hurt, angry, disgusted. When he went up to
Piedmont to greet Bessie and to hold his two daughters in
his arms, the thought came to him, "If I was brave enough
to sail the Yellow Sea in a sub-zero gale, in an open junk,
then why am I not brave enough to stand by my wife and
obligations even though I have fallen in love with another
woman?"

The next morning the news flashed across the continent
that Jack London's wife was divorcing him, and naming
Anna Strunsky. The San Francisco papers announced it in
bold streamers; from that moment forward Jack found that
he would live the smallest and most intimate details of his
life on the front page of the newspapers. Cornered by
reporters he cried, "The only feature of the case that stirs
me up is that Miss Strunsky's name should be mentioned,